
Fall Home Maintenance Checklist: 
Stay Ahead of Common Fall and 
Winter Issues

Reliable property maintenance for busy homeowners



About
Fixhouz

FixHouz is your one-call solution in Metro West and Boston area for a 

wide range of home maintenance and repair needs. Our technicians are 

fully insured professionals. We arrive on time and with the right tools to 

complete the job right.
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Smart homeowners know that routine 
maintenance ĮŬňʀŲ ļŵŬŲ ëňōŲĪĎũ ĎƖŦĎňŬĎɸĮŲʀŬ ë 
strategic investment in their property . By 
staying ahead of repairs, you prevent costly 
issues, protect  Ɨōŵũ ĪōŇĎʀŬ value, and enjoy 
greater peace of mind year-round.
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Fall is the perfect time for homeowners to prepare their property 

for colder weather and prevent costly winter damage. As 

temperatures drop, systems like heating, insulation, and drainage 

become critical to maintaining comfort and safety. Performing 

ŬĎëŬōňëŁ ŇëĮňŲĎňëňĄĎ ňōƑ ĪĎŁŦŬ ĎƖŲĎňĊ ŲĪĎ ŁĮģĎ ōģ Ɨōŵũ ĪōŇĎʀŬ 

components and ensures everything works efficiently when you 

need it most. This guided checklist walks you through the most 

important tasks to inspect, test, and tune up before winter arrives.
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1. Inspect and Clean Your 
Gutters & Downspouts

04

Ç REMOVE LEAVES, TWIGS, AND DEBRIS.

Ç ENSURE DOWNSPOUTS DIRECT WATER AT LEAST 5 FT AWAY FROM THE FOUNDATION.

Ç LOOK FOR SAGGING, CRACKS, OR GAPS IN GUTTER JOINTS.

Ç TEST WATER FLOW WITH A HOSE AFTER CLEANING.

Clogged gutters can cause water backup, roof leaks, and foundation damage when freezing 

temperatures hit.
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2. Examine the Roof for 
Damage

04

Ç MISSING, CRACKED, CURLING, OR LOOSE SHINGLES.

Ç AREAS WHERE GRANULES HAVE WORN OFF (LOOK IN GUTTERS).

Ç FLASHING AROUND CHIMNEYS, SKYLIGHTS, AND VENTS FOR GAPS.

Ç MOSS, ALGAE, OR SOFT SPOTS INDICATING MOISTURE ISSUES.

Your roof is the first line of defense against snow and ice, shielding your home from moisture 

infiltration and structural stress. A thorough fall inspection helps catch small issuesɸlike loose 

shingles or worn flashingɸbefore winter conditions worsen them and lead to costly repairs.
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3. Service Your Heating 
System

04

Ç REPLACE FURNACE FILTERS (MONTHLY DURING HEAVY USE).

Ç LISTEN FOR UNUSUAL NOISES WHEN THE SYSTEM STARTS.

Ç TEST THERMOSTAT ACCURACY AND HEATING RESPONSE.

Ç SCHEDULE A PROFESSIONAL TUNE-¾¯ ^V ^»ʀµ 9DDr Ȩȩ qwr»[µ w² qw²Dɠ

A well-maintained heating system runs more efficiently and safely. Regular seasonal checks also 

help prevent unexpected breakdowns during the coldest months when you rely on it most.
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4. Inspect Weatherstripping  
and Exterior Caulking

04

Ç CRACKED OR MISSING CAULK AROUND WINDOWS, DOORS, AND SIDING JOINTS.

Ç GAPS UNDER EXTERIOR DOORSɸREPLACE DOOR SWEEPS IF NEEDED.

Ç LIGHT PASSING THROUGH WINDOW OR DOOR EDGES INDICATES AIR LEAKS.

Ç TEST WITH A CANDLE OR INCENSE STICK FOR AIR DRAFTS.

Weatherstripping and caulking prevent heat loss and reduce heating bills by sealing gaps. They 

also help keep out drafts, moisture, and pests, making your home more comfortable and energy-

efficient throughout the colder months.
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5. Prepare Outdoor Faucets & 
Irrigation Systems

04

Ç DRAIN OUTDOOR HOSES AND STORE THEM INDOORS.

Ç SHUT OFF IRRIGATION AND OUTDOOR FAUCET SUPPLY VALVES.

Ç ATTACH FAUCET COVERS AFTER SHUTTING OFF.

Frozen pipes can burst and cause major water damage. Taking preventative steps in the fall 

ensures your plumbing is protected before temperatures drop to dangerous levels.

Ç CHECK FOR VISIBLE LEAKS OR CORROSION ON EXPOSED PIPING.
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